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LAC ан сва Virzrrmar раі, miigh 911 Алығта aoo, nei d, ppo364 7 5 
IR Crnka 


CATALOGUE ENTRIES 313 -316 


The Virgin Mary holds Christ high on ber 
shoulder, gnpping his bod tightly in her crossed 
arms, Both figures look to the left, although she 
کا‎ tumed towards Christ: he holds eut his right 
hand with an open palin, This is an unusual 
composition, and not, for esample, the 
Hodegetna type that becomes so common after 
iconoclasm, The vertical gold stroke 10 the right 
of the Virgin's halo has been read as a fragment 
of Greek lettering that describes her as St Магу, 
a form known in the Early Byzantine period. 
Interpretation of the meamng of the composition 
is complicated by the fact that the icon has at 
some time in its history been cut and reshaped, 
About 4 cm are missing from the left side, perhaps 
more below, and the upper part has been altered 
to ft a Gothie-style frame, One interpretation is 
that the original icon was an Adoration of the 
Magi, now severely cut down, but that does not 
seem likely. Probably it was originally a devotion 
panel of the Virgin and Child that was adapted 
during the Crusader period, perhaps by Latin 
pilgrims, because of its venerable status in the 
monastery, The elaborate punched rosettes in 
the gold haloes may belong to this period of 
veneration. There are also some modern 
restorations. 

The use of encaustic, and the stylistic 
connections with other early icons in the 
monastery that have been dated to the sixth or 
seventh century, are the basis for the suggested 
date in the sixth century and the attribution 
to Constantinople. 
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Icon of St George and scenes of hus 
Ше and miracles 

Sinai (7), beginning of the thirteenth century 


Egg tempera and рокі leaf on wood, primed with cloth 
and messo, 127 и Bo.b cm 


The Haly Мізеігтү cf 54 Catherine, Sianal 

ктт пвечжансаа ول نا‎ sed Sitios ny yh nl. t, Eu mla, 

pp гав бр: Wiran кйш, рр. -قاو‎ n: Сапашашшыз нг, 5 jie 
pa і, єт. سن‎ wy, ۴ 117; Mew Work жиз, حم‎ ай, pp 171-1 

The icon has a central representation of a 
standing St George dressed as a soldier and а 
[rame with twenty scenes from the ma m 
and miracles of the saint. This number of scenes 
is the highest known in an icon of this type. The 
narrative starts on the upper-left corner with St 
George distributing his belongings t the poor and 
ends on the bottom night with the burial of the 
saint. There is an emphasis on his martyrdom as 
fifteen of the scenes illustrate events of it, such as 
the saint burned with torches, in the lime pit, 
scratched, on the wheel and decapitated by sword, 
This type of icon is called а vita or biographical 
icon and Sinai has the richest and earliest 
collection of such icons with saints especially 


venerated in the monastery, as St Cathe 
(New York 200), по, pp.341—4 
(м.р ید‎ د٢‎ ۲ ганд Moses (Mouriki 1995). 
We cannot be certain about the exact 
function or placement al these icons, 


rine 


Inii for the 
vita icon о St Catherine, there із evidence that 


и stood by the tomb of the saint inside the church 
at Sinai И has been argued that vita Icons аге an 
invention of Byzantium in regionis in the East 
Mediterranean with mixed cultures venerating the 
same saints but in different languages and literary 
traditions (Ševčenko 1999). 

The donor of the icon is shown in Miniature 
scale to the left of St George and ап inscription 
above his head reads: ATIE TOY ٧ воне 
TON CON AOYAON IQ ANNHN) МОМАЖОК) 
КАП HEPEAN TON EK ПОӨОҮ KTICANTA THN 
CIN HKONA TON HBEPON ("О saint of God, 
help your servant John, monk and priest, who 
with desire commissioned your image, the 
Georgian’), 

There was a Georgian community of 
monks at білгі at least from the eleventh 
century and maybe this icon was commissioned 
а Sinai by the Georgian monk and priest John, 
The back of the icon has the wavy black and red 
през which may indicate a production at Sinai. 
MARIA VASSILARI 
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Icon of the Prophet Moses before the Burning 
Bush and receiving the Tablets of the Law 


Sinai (7), late rwelfth-earby thineenth 757 2 | 


Egy tempera and geld leal وه‎ wood, primed with cloth 
and gesso, 132.5 x 69. спі | 


The Holy Мипайтту لاه‎ Casherine, مه‎ n 
د لت سر‎ Mr en | 
Voontepouke ig, пам 17-8, jong: За Priercbarg and London 2000, гй, 55, | 
рр га-д У Paride سا‎ Angeles 2066, no. رود‎ p 63 |С. شوه‎ 
The Prophet Moses is receiving the tablets of 
law from the hand of God, which appears from. 
à quadrant on the upper left corner. The Burning | 
Bush is painted at the bottom-left corner of the 
icon. Moses is barefoot; his sandals lie on the 
green ground. This composition reflects the sixth- 
century mosaics above the conch of the apse of 
the monastery church, except that the artist has 
chosen to show Moses as а young man and not 
bearded. An inscription on the bottom frame of 
the icon reads; OC ICTOPHCEN обЕОПТА CON 
TYTON AITEI CTEDANOC AYCHN 
АМПААКНМАСГОМ2 ("the person who painted. 
your likeness, named Stephen, requests, О God- 
seer, release from his errors"), Next to it an 
insenption in Arabic translates as: “Э you who 
have "en God, grant forgiveness to Stephanos 
ын painted your Virtues’, Above the Burning 
cda later inscription in Greek reads: 
сай КҮРЕ THN WYXHN MANOY/YA 
г, Lord, the soul of Manuel"). 






proposed thar Stephanos was hoth 
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шоу ІТ!!! 


ми», PHOS! 
pris believed 
rophet Moses on the summit of 


that this icon was made Гог the 


Church of the ” 
ihe Horeb mountam (V 'ocetopoulos 1995 В. 204) 
И forms а ран with that of the Prophet Elijah 
Los Angeles. 2006, no. 28, р.194 |С. Ратрщох]), 
presumably meant for the chapel built at the site 
a the cave at Mount 7 where the prophet 
rook refuge. In the late sixteenth century the two 
icons were placed on either side of the entrance 
from the narthex into the nave of the monastery 
church (Los Angeles 2006, p. 193). 

The rear side of the icon is decorated 
with wavy black and red stripes and this has 
been taken as an indicator trademark for icons 
produced at Sinai. 
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[conestasis beam with the Great Feasts апа Deisis 


5inad (>), амі 6 

Еш tempera анд gold leaf مه‎ wood, primed with cloth 

am] тео, 15:3 4 38.7 cm; 25 В x 38.5 cm [Kommesis of the 
Хэгшп! 

Tis Маў Mesagery of Se Cherm, Fenai 

٧11111 ВЕРА ца Sri اسو‎ Sotmnes] beggin af, لم‎ t, Баз na rhi, мі а, 
ки іш, тишип ие уа, peppy би, ویک‎ Вот يړا‎ Munk инэл, p. 14-27, وا‎ 
oq Манна нитү, nos qj = 7, рр. ga тээ, New York چو د‎ me. all, 
PEAT شاوې‎ Мезі Carr] 

This is the central part of a templon beam, 

which now survives in several pieces. This section 
painted on a single piece of wood, has the Deisis 
at the сетите, the Transfiguration and Baptism of 
Christ on the left, the Raising of Lazarus and the 
Entry into, Jerusalem on the right. The entire 
length of the full iconostasis suggests that it could 
have been made for the templon of the central 
nave of the monastery church at Sinar It includes 
the twelve major church feasts (the Annunciation, 
Nativity, Presentation of Christ to the Temple, 
Baptism of Christ, Transfiguration, Raising of 
Lazarus, Entry into Jerusalem, Crucifixion, 
Anastasis, Ascension, Pentecost and Koimeisis 

of the Virgin), two scenes from the infancy ol the 
Virgin (the Birth and Presentation to the Temple) 
anc the Deisis in the middle, 

This section is the work of a painter with а 
distinctive style, He favours bright colours such 
ах orange and blue and has an unusual technique 
of quick brush strokes. Landscape is far morc 
important in his scenes than the architectural 
background, which is kept to the minimum. 

This ‘innovative’ style is mainly exhibited in 
this central fragment and the scenes of the 
Pentecost and the Koimesis of the Virgin. 


АҒЫ 


This disparity between scenes led Weitamann 

to suggest that three painters worked for the 
entire work. It is true that scenes, such as the 
Crucifixion and the Anastasis lack the daring 
approach to the soft modelling of figures and the 
usc of bright colours, which is so conspicumis in 
wenes like the Raising of Lazarus. Perhaps 
therefore one can suggest that the painter of 

the central section was the master under whom 
painters of à workshop operated. 

Sinai has preserved ап impressive number of 
templon beams dating from the twelfth century 
onwards (Weitzmann (9848, pp.64— 86, figs 1-17), 
which may have been executed in situ by 
accomplished painters working at Sinai hut 
trained elsewhere. 


MARIA УАБЕПАК 


418, 419, 320, 321 


Deisis with St Peter, Archangel Michael, 
Archangel Gabriel, 5t Paul 


Sinai (7), thirteenth century 

Tempera on wood, 105,7 ж 71.1 em (Peter), 105.5 « 75.5 ст 
(Michael); 105 x 75 ст (Gabriel); 04.3 ж 69.8 ст (Раш) 

The Ние Monastery nf Si Cadhierine, Sanai 

videt вана s ty ns EN 
rspecially p. 38 

These four panels of similar size and style can be 
reconstructed as part of a set of Great Deisis icons 
from a sanctuary screen from the monastery at 
Sinai. What is lacking from the centre are the 
three icons of St John the Baptist, Christ and the 
Virgin Mary. The main church (the Кайо Азн) 
and other chapels inside the precinct and on the 
mountains around all needed icons ах the templon 
screen and iconostasis of the Orthodox church 
evolved, and in the various rooms of the 
monastery are the scattered component elements 
of many different screens. The Aathohion of the 
monastery today has a massive screen made by 
the Cretan artist Jeremias in 1612. One question 
із whether these panels formed a set for апе of the 
earlier periods of adormment of this church below 
the sixth-century mosaic of the Transhguration, 
which has over the years been progressively 
obscured as the sanctuary has become more 
enclosed by icons, 

Each of these icons has in common the use 
of a real gold-leaf ground (many large icons іп the 
monastery economised by using coloured varnish 
over à cheaper metal to ‘fake’ а gold ground), and 
the figures share many similarities of colour 
scheme and style. The angels have gold (so-called 
chrysographia) in their garments, as do Peter and 
Paul. One distinctive feature of both angels are 
the hairbands and the large ornamental red ruby 
set in gold with four white pearls held by pins; this 
same design is found in the hair of the Archangel 
Gabriel in the sanctuary doors from (naw) 
elsewhere in the monastery (саг 22). This 


opens the question of whether these icons all 
lormed part of a relatively high screen (an сапу 
iconestasts) in the До оп, erected at some timc 
in the thirteenth century. IF this controversial 
proposal is accepted, they would mark a turning 
paint in the history of the Byzantine screen, às it 
developed from the templon with ап epistyle and 
intercolummar icons into the high iconostasis 
currently hest known іп Russian churches 

from the late fourteenth century. 
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322 
Sanctuary door with Annunciation 


Sinai h thirteenth cerry 
Tempera on linen over wood, 120" 34.1 cm 
amd ІН = 33.2 cm 


The Ну Manasary cd 58 وسات‎ ал Sint, ار(‎ d the live Матун 

ай يجاح‎ 

шілер cores “Чі енты аны | ви ла. ыша тыз WAR, ji 

Y مهس‎ 

These two leaves of a double door are апе of the 
carliest surviving examples of Byzantine sanctuary 
‘heavenly’ ог ‘holy gates’. They have been shaved 
down shghtly for secondary reuse at some date in 
the chapel of the Five Martyrs, having originally 
fitted into a slightly wider opening, but like all 
such doors they were always relatively narrow, 
Over the centuries the lower parts of the panels 
have been вропей by water, due to regular 
washing of the floor of the church. 

The Annunciation (0 ХАІРЕТІСМОС is the 
standard scene for the doors of the sanctuary 
screen between the congregation and the altar 
symbolically the barrier between heaven and 
earth in the church budding. In this case Gabriel 
зап firmly in front of a low wall and faces the 
Virgin. He wears a green tunic and a pastel pink 
cloak, and his long curling hair is tied up with a 
band which has at its centre a large red ruby set 
in gold with four white pearls held by pins. The 
Mother of God stands spinning in front of a regal 
stool with а red cushion on which i thrown а 
white cloth. She 15 dressed also in green and has 
a purple maphonon. Her gesture ts onc of 
surprise, but the expression of her face is one of 
calm acceptance of the announcement of the 
coming birth of the son of God. 

Piatnitsky, who was the first to publish these 
paintings (St Petersburg and London 2000), dated 
them to the late twelfth century. However, a 
slightly later cate in the thirteenth century із 
possihle, as is а connection with the icons from 
a Deisis group (cats 318, 419, 420, 321). 


LON CONMACE 


CATALOGUE ENTRIES 417-422 461 
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Icon of the Heavenly Ladder 
of St Jahn Klimakos 


Сапаагіпаріе er sina, [ate ۱١۱۱11 75 
Egg tempera and gold leaf on wood. primed wath 


cloth аш ges (1.1 x 20.1 cm 

Пи tidy “озше of За الس‎ Sui 

изтотко жеги алсан А алы wn, |ғы). Fig ښوه غه لآ یغه‎ pp 4721 

би, пб New Үсий, 1697, no 447, د او م‎ КО Gora, Lum Angeles ام‎ nn 4! 
раза" Benches Dormnack diera р ۱8 ges ایا‎ 

| hus ts the earliest surviving icon depicting the 
Heavenly Ladder, which в the theme of a treatise 
written by St John Klimakos (of the Ladder) in th 
seventh century. John (6379 - бло) was а monk at 
Sinai, who later became abbot of the monastery, 
His text іе divided into зо chapters, as was the 
age of Christ before his baptism. The text speaks 
ol the vices that a monk has to avoid and of Ци 
virtues that he has to acquire in order to reach 
Со 

А ladder with 30 rungs crosses the 

composition of the icon diagonally and unites 
earth with heaven. On top of the ladder is St John 
Klimakos, followed by the abbot of the monastery 
Antonios, who may have commissioned this icon, 
Their names are written in red majuscule letters 
on the golden background. Christ, hall-length, 
appears from a quadrant, which represents 
heaven, and ік blessing $i John, who is reaching 
him. А long row of monks аге following St John 
and Antonios, all looking up towards heaven 


‘Those defeated by temptation are pulled down 


by black devils with the help of black chains. They 


will be punished in Hell. The mouth of Hell is at 
the bottom of the ladder and one of the monks 15 
already half way inside it, Some monks at the 
bottom гаі LE anending the сепи апа агі" 
Гар Шен ӨТТІ» ١ ргаугт, мпп angels at 

the upper left аге ако part of the narrative, 

as they have а vital role to play in the text of 
the Heavenly Ladder. Their haloes resemble 
spinning wheels, as they are polished to 

reflect hight. This technique of burnishing is 

а charactensoc of several icons produced at 
Sinai, The back of the icon shows crosses within 
medallions, а decoration found in other twelfth- 
century icons from Sinai, with which this icon 
has been connected in style, such as the icon 

of the Annunciation (New York 1997, no. 246, 
pp.374—5 [A Weyl Carr]. 

The theme of the Heavenly Ladder is rare 
in icon painting and was first developed іп 
illuminated manuscripts with this popular text 
in the late eleventh century onwards (Wat, Gr 
304, Sinai cod. 418) 


МАМА VASSEIELAKI 


CATALOGUE ENTRIES 423 
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At Church 
(pages 194 247) 


ы 


і Far a good incrodurctiun to Byzanune religion, sec 
Cunningham 2002. For more on the material discussed 
here, Safran 1598 is recommended and Mathews 1997 
touches on similar themes 


a Gregory's comment came in Florence ai the time of the 
Counal of Ferrara in 1438. Quoted іп Sylvester 
Syropoulos, Fera био, p.109; translation [rom Mango 
ighi 

з Thi phrase was used by the cighth-century райпагсһ, 
Germanos: see Germanos (1984) 

ф Far church architecture, see Mango 1978, Krautheimer 
1986, Chisrerbout 15498, Сает 1959 


у The Twelve Great Feasts are the Birth of the Mother of 
God, the Presentation of the Mother of God, the 
Annunciation, Ше Nativiry, Epiphany, the Presentation, 
the Baptism, the Transfiguration, the Entry into 
Jerusalem, Ascension, Pentecost, the Koimesis, or 
death, of the Mother of God, and the Exaltation of the 
Gross. However, these Twelve Great Feasts do not 
always match the scenes which dominate in art after the 
eleventh century: the Annunciation, the Nativity, 
Epiphany, the Presentation, the Baptism, the 
Transfiguration, the Raising of Lazarus, the Entry into 

Jerusalem, the Crucifixion, the Агама or 
Resurrection, Pentecost, the Ascension. Sec Demus 
гад and Kitanger 198. 

б — For images in the church, see Mathews 1988 and 
Maguire 1098. 

1 - Russian envoys in Cross and Sherbowitz-Wetzor 1952, 
pp. iro - ir. 

B Ševčenko لوو‎ 

а Іпа small-scale survey of the saints іп 24 Middle 

Byzantine churches, 175 dillerent saints appeared. None 

appeared in all 25 churches. Only 75 appeared more 

than twice; 36 appeared twice and 64 once. This may 
just be chance of survival but it may also reflect an 
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Glossary 


ROBIN CORMACK 





Acheiropoietos 
Not made by human hands, and so miraculously produced. 


achtiname 

Document on which the outline of the hand of Mohammed 
ія imprinted, together with the clauses of protection he 
granted, 


adrentus 

Official ceremony welcoming the arrival and reception of 
an emperor аг officials into a city. The Entry of Christ inta 
Jerusalem was seen as ап айна. 


ambo 

А prominent raised platform, usually made of marble, in the 
nave of the church, from which the Gospel was read in the 
Ши, И was also used in other parts of the services, not 
only for recitations of the psalms and prayers but also for 
special ceremonial, such as the Exaltation of the Cross on 

14 September. 





Anastasis 

"Resurrection: the Easter image of the Onhodox Church, 
showing Christ breaking down the Gates of Hell and 
releasing Old Testament figures who believed in him 
before the Incarnation. 


appliqué 
А smaller ornament or device applied to another surface, 
for example a textile. 


baldachin see ciborium 


Basileus 
Principal title of the Byzantine emperor. 


bema 
The sanctuary in an Orthodox church. 


bezel 
Focal point of a ring, distinct from the hoop, often engraved 
with a design such as а monogram, ог inlaid with a stone. 


champleré 
An enamelling enamelling technique in which cells are carved into a 
metal object and filled with vitreous enamel and then ша 


cloisonné з 
Ап enamelling technique chHermg from champs, 2% 


The cells are ereated by soldering metal strips to the 
of the object and the vitreous enamel is poured Into these 
before i scis. 


E! 


: 
colobium xt 


Along, sleeveless garment worn by Christ at the Crucifixion, 
alter iconoclasm he is more usually shown wearing a 
Гоим ки. 


я —— "° m. 
confratemity жо 


А lay organisation, sometimes to help in the cult of icons, 


Deisis 1 
го the composition of Christ with the Virgin Mary and 
Sa Jolin the Baptist. 


diakonikon 
The space, often a chapel, to the right of the sanctuary that | 
acted as the sacristy, 


ekphrasis ~ 
A literary description of à work of ari, 


enkolpton М 
Reliquary with a sacred image or relic worn at the breast. 
Sometimes called a necklace, pendant or pectoral, 


фетайн 
А suff gold-embroidered piece of cloth that hung from th 
girdle to the knee, 14 


epitrachelion 2 3 
An embroidered strip of cloth worn around the neck by | 
priests, the equivalent to the Western stole. 


Etimasia 
The empty Throne prepared for the Last Judgment. | 


A brooch for fastening a tunic at the shoulder, 


. 

| 

ў 

» 
Literally a prayer or petition, the term is often used to refer і 








iconac добави. 
A apporter п! и килим Така, wh 


үг си iens. 


jodenied the holiness of 


кешене aren En ea 
wonophile Gi iconodoule) ) 
An opponent al iccnoclasm, whe venerated images, 


на 
iconos sts 
A high screen with icons developed іп Late Byzantium, 


жм“ ي‎ ——MÓáÀ 
indiction 

The tax year а September to 31 August), which was 
numbered in cycles of 15, starting from 312. 


nnm 
katholikon 

The таш church of a monastery, usually dedicated to the 
patron saint of the foundation. 





Koimesis 
The ‘Falling Asleep’ of the Virgin Mary, when her soul was 
taken up to heaven. [festival day 15 August]. 





lectionary 
A liturgical hook containing texts used at services, arranged. 
according to the Church calendar. 


liturgy 
In Byzantium, the Eucharistic rite, often called the 


Divine Liturgy. 


loros 
А long, jewelled scarf worn on special occasions by the 
emperor and by archangels attending Christ. 


mandorla " 
Virgin, indicative of God's power. 


Мапдуйоп 
The miraculous image of the face of Christ on a cloth which 


was legendarily sent to cure King Abgar of Edessa, فص‎ 











which was taken to Constantinople in 944. 
A long shawl worn over the head and shoulders and ypically 
part of the dress of the Virgin Mary. уа, ue ټس‎ ж. 
tma e ul Е: 
Mer «ай 
ملو وش سو‎ спева an eet de 
life of Christ or the death of a martyr. > ih 





narthex 
The transverse vestibule of a church, sometimes used for 
baptismal ог funerary services, and the place for penitents. 





niello 
A black metal alloy له‎ sulphide copper silver arid lead, used 
аз a decorative inlay, especially on silver. 


nimbus/nimbate 
A halo worn by Christ, saints and even emperors and their 
wives, Only Christ has the cross nimbus. 


omophorion 
A long white scarf worn by a bishop. 


opus interrasile ж 1 
Piercecwark technique in gold. 


огапз/ огап! 

А position in which a figure is depicted frontally with both 
arms upraised. 

orarion | 

А narrow white silk stole worn by а deacon while officiating. 





А military cloak similar іп form ما‎ the chlamys, when worn 
by an emperor fastened on the right shoulder with a circular 
brooch fibula). 


Рапа а 


ARA the usual epithet of the Virgin Mary or Mother of 


God in Byzantium. 





Parousia 
The Second Coming of Christ 








‘Literally "р ost | act с р or reverence, 
СД سم امه سه‎ 





prothesis: 
түтүү ketas meen Pide aene 





pteruges. 
А Ын of leather аг metal strips worn below a cuirass- 








repoussé 1 
хани us а алх палата 
relief by hammering from behind. 


revetment 
A covering - in marble if for decorating walls and in gold 
and silver if for covers - to enhance icons. 


nnceau 
А decoration обет in the Form of a vire scroll. 


sakkos 

Ап outer lirurgical vermen worn bry bishops instead of the 
priests phelonion, usually heavily embroidered; it is denved 
from imperial dress. 


Literally scratched; two successive layers of contrasting slip 
are applied to an unfired ceramic, and seratched to produce 
an outline drawing with the different colours, 


slip к 
An aqueous suspension of a mixture of clays and other 
minerals such as quartz, feldspar and mica. 


saurotheke 2 
А reliquary preserving a fragment of the True Cross of the 
Cruecfeaan, reputedly found by St Helena on Golgotha. 


sticharion 
A long tunic worn by а deacon and the higher clergy. 


tablian 
А recrangular decorated panel attached to the edge of 
chlamys. 


templon 

А screen to separate the sanctuary from the nave, developed 
after the sixth сетишгу and comprising an epistyle supported 
on columns and panels at floor level. 


Tree of Life 

Mentioned in the Book of Genesi as the potential source 
of immortality to Adam and Eve, and used symbolically 
in Byzantine art. 





tyche 
А personificanon of good fortune as protector of a city. 


Nummi ene КЕ MAE ELLIS А 
regulations of the community; the typikon. of St. Sophia 
алшы dio iral Иша ША - 
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